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                                                   PARLIAMENTARY POTPOURRI 
Hard to believe it is March. Spring is in the air and the MSAP 58th Annual 
Convention is right around the corner. Channeling my mother, where has the 
time gone? Spring is always an exciting time. Perhaps we just appreciate the 
warmer, sunnier days after our long winter.  
 
The annual convention will be held on Saturday, April 12, 2025. It is a wonderful 

opportunity to gather and meet in-person. MSAP’s Past-
President David Staehlin will provide the educational 
program, and Jeanette Williams, a past-president of 
NAP, will deliver the NAP update. Look for more information in this newsletter. 

Thanks to MSAP Vice-President Miriam Simmons for all her work planning the 
convention. 

 
Speaking of Miriam, she was recently elected NAP District 5 Director, and she is coordinating the NAP Virtual 
Spring Conference on May 31, 2025. Please join me in congratulating her and thanking her for saying “YES”. 
 
Thank you to all who participated by attending, presenting, or planning the MSAP Annual Seminar held in 
January. The committee consisting of Miriam Simmons, Dan Thomas-Commins, and Chair Jeanette Williams 
provided an excellent educational experience.  A complete report of the seminar is also listed in this 
newsletter. 
 
Finally, welcome to the newest MSAP/NAP members. Ann Kasel joined in December of 2024. Kathy Panek and 
Thomas Vaughn joined in January 2025. We would love to meet you in person at the convention. Thanks for 
considering attending. 
 
In closing, I feel that what we do and learn as parliamentarians is more important today than ever. Yes, we 
serve as parliamentarians for meetings, conventions, and organizations, but more importantly, in our daily 
lives, we model civil discourse. Problem solving, conflict resolution, and decision making using parliamentary 
procedures and rights can be employed in everyday encounters not just formal settings. Thank you for being a 
member and thank you for being a parliamentarian! 

MSAP President Lucy Johnson, PRP President@MSAP.us 
 
 

 

Minnesota State Association of Parliamentarians website 

You have got to go take a look!! 
 

Visit the website at: MSAP.US 

mailto:President@MSAP.us
http://msap.us/
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MSAP ANNUAL SEMINAR REPORT 
Once again, the MSAP annual seminar was well-received with many repeat attendees. Thank you to the 
instructors: Lucy Johnson, PRP; Pat Reymann, PRP; Miriam Simmons, PRP; and Dan Thomas-Commins; and 
thank you to the assistants: Don Freese, PRP-R, Carrie Roach, RP, and David Staehlin.   
 

Attendees to our Saturday, January 25, 2025 event came from: Manitoba, Iowa, Missouri, Nebraska, 
Oklahoma, South Carolina, Wisconsin, and, of course, Minnesota, and some of them stated the following:  

“It was a great session this morning, and I loved all the questions, which help with the learning.” 
“Thank you for the seminar!  Always very informative.” 
“I appreciated all the presentations very much. The entire session was very informative, very professional.” 
“That was a great workshop today. Thanks for putting it on.” 
“I should have written immediately after the seminar. The seminar was great. The speakers were all 

experienced, knowledgeable, and good presenters, and they engaged the audience. And the 
instructors used good examples. It really made the time go by quickly.”  

“Thank you so much Minnesota.  I thoroughly enjoyed each well-organized presentation. Someday -- and 
each are getting shorter -- I hope to be as astute in Parli Pro as each and every one of you.” 

“Fantastic Job!!!  I was so impressed by the wonderful workshop yesterday.  I learned some valuable 
insights. Congratulations!!!” 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
INCOME: 
Registration - 29 @ $15.00  $435.00 
Donation   5.91 
TOTAL  $440.91 
 

EXPENSES: 
EventBrite Fees - 29 @ $2.79 $ 80.91 
Instructor Stipend - 4 @ $90.00  360.00 
TOTAL  $440.91 
 

NET GAIN/LOSS   $   0.00 
 Education Committee Chairman Jeanette N. Williams, PRP, CP-T  
 
 

AUDIT COMMITTEE REPORT 
01 Dec 23 to 30 Nov 24 

The account book, check book, payment vouchers, and bank statements from Huntington Bank are in 
agreement as presented and are accurate. 

Beginning Balance: 01 Dec 23 $7,572.65   
Receipts   1,018.45 
Disbursements   1,808.16 
Ending Balance: 30 Nov 24 $6,782.94 

Chairman Darleen A. Harens, PRP | 29 Dec 2024 
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MSAP TREASURER'S REPORT 

January 9, 2025 

BALANCE ON HAND 12/1/2024 ………………………………………………………..   $6,782.94 

Receipts         

  NAP Dues 21 Members @ $15, 1 Member @ $7 $322.00   

TOTAL REVENUE:     $322.00 

Disbursements:       

  Wix.com MSAP Website $270.84   

TOTAL EXPENSES:       $270.84 

BALANCE ON HAND  1/9/2025 ………………………………………………………..   $6,834.10 

Treasurer Josh Martin, PRP 
 
 

JUDGING AND EDUCATION OF YOUTH 
The Business Professionals of America (BPA) held regional competition on Friday, January 24, 2025 at Wayzata 
High School in Plymouth.  Miriam Simmons, PRP, Pat Reymann, PRP, and Lucy Johnson, PRP, served as judges 
for the Parli-Pro teams. The BPA state Parli-Pro competition will be held on Friday, March 7, 2025 at the 
Minneapolis Hyatt Regency hotel where Miriam Simmons, PRP, Pat Reymann, PRP, and Carrie Roach, RP will 
be serving as judges. MSAP gives medallions to the team members who take first place. MSAP has purchased  
100 medallions from AAA Awards in St. Paul at the cost of $5.55 per medallion.  They have been received and 
they are ready for distribution to this year’s winning team. 

Chairman Darleen A. Harens, PRP 
 
The FFA Organization is not only the largest student led youth organization in the United States with over one 
million members, but the leadership development events of Parliamentary Procedure and Conduct of Chapter 
Meetings has the highest number of participants during the National Convention. The Minnesota State 
competition was held in December, 2024 when eighteen teams vied for first place in each of these leadership 
development events to advance to compete at Nationals in Indianapolis, IN in October, 2025. This year, the 
State champions of both events were from Dassel Cokato. The FFA Organization’s mission is to make a positive 

difference in the lives of 
students by developing 
their potential for premier 
leadership, personal 
growth, and career success 
through agricultural 
education. 

Dassel Cokato FFA Coach  
Kevin Dahlman, PRP  

  
DASSEL COKATO FFA STATE CHAMPIONS 

Conduct of Chapter Meetings Team 

DASSEL COKATO FFA STATE CHAMPIONS 
Parliamentary Procedure Team 
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2024 – 2025 NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 
The MSAP nominating committee nominates the following members for election to the listed offices and 
elected committee positions for the 2025-2026 year at our Annual Convention on April 12, 2025.  

OFFICERS 
President: Lucy Johnson, PRP 
Vice President: Alice Chapman 
Secretary:  Dan Thomas-Commins 
Treasurer: David Staehlin 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE  
Carrie Roach, RP 
Alice Chapman 
David Staehlin 

 

CALL TO CONVENTION 

THE MINNESOTA STATE ASSOCIATION OF PARLIAMENTARIANS CONVENTION WILL CONVENE 
AT 

VFW POST 8752, 9260 EAST POINT DOUGLAS ROAD SOUTH, COTTAGE GROVE, MN 
ON 

SATURDAY, APRIL 12, 2025 
AT 

9:00 A.M. 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF ELECTING OFFICERS, AMENDING THE BYLAWS, HEARING REPORTS, ELECTING 

DELEGATES AND ALTERNATES TO THE 2025 NAP BIENNIAL CONVENTION, AND CONDUCTING ANY 

NECESSARY BUSINESS. PAST MSAP PRESIDENT DAVID STAEHLIN, CURRENTLY STATE COMMANDER, 
DEPARTMENT OF MINNESOTA VFW, WILL PRESENT THE EDUCATIONAL LESSON, TEACHING 

PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE TO NON-PARLIAMENTARIANS.   
 
A REGISTRATION FEE OF $15 IS REQUIRED FOR ALL ATTENDEES. MSAP MEMBERS OBTAIN VOTING 

DELEGATE STATUS UPON PAYMENT OF THE REGISTRATION FEE. PROVISIONAL MEMBERS OF THE ST. PAUL 

UNIT AND NORTHERN LIGHTS PARLIAMENTARIANS AND OTHER VISITORS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND AND 

OBSERVE.   
 

Calculation of Delegates to the NAP Convention 
NAP bylaws (Article VI, Section 2B) specify that State Associations are allowed six delegates plus one additional 
delegate for each additional five primary members-at-large or major fraction thereof. The membership number 
that is used to calculate this is the number on March 1 of the convention year. For example, if MSAP has 20 
members-at-large on March 1, we are permitted 10 delegates. As of January 1, 2025, MSAP has 18 members-
at-large. Because of the “major fraction thereof”, the number is already at 10 delegates. NAP confirms delegate 
counts with the state associations. 
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M S A P    C O N V E N T I O N    R E G I S T R A T I O N 
 

Saturday, April 12, 2025 
 

VFW Post 8752 | 9260 E Point Douglas Rd South | Cottage Grove, MN  55016 
 

8:30 a.m.  Registration and Continental Breakfast   
 
9:00 a.m.  Convention Convenes 
 
12:00 noon  Lunch   
 
2:30 p.m.  Convention Ends, Meeting of New Board 
 

Cost: $15.00 Registration includes convention packets, breakfast, lunch, 
 and educational session. Please register by April 7, 2025. No registration at the Door. 

 
Education Session by David Staehlin, State Commander,   

Department of Minnesota VFW 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Please mail this form with your check ($15) made out to MSAP to: 
Josh Martin, 4503 Grand Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN  55419-4850 or  

Venmo $15 to Josh Martin at @jcmartin7872 along with an email to jcmartin7872@gmail.com with the 
following information.   

 
Name:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:___________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:________________________  E-mail:______________________________ 
 
Unit:   MAL    NLP    SPU    Visitor 
 

Food restrictions? Please let us know if you need gluten free, dairy free, or other options: 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Note: refunds are not guaranteed; requests for refunds 
will be considered on an individual basis. 

 

Questions?  Contact: Miriam Simmons, MSAP Convention Chair at: 
SimmonsToThePoint@gmail.com | 651 212 0775 

mailto:jcmartin7872@gmail.com
mailto:SimmonsToThePoint@gmail.com
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MSAP E-Mail Addresses 

Not sure who to e-mail or who is filling a current position? We use e-mail forwarding for your convenience. 
Below are some msap.us e-mail addresses that you can use. Your e-mail will be automatically forwarded 
to the personal e-mail address for that office holder or position.  

 President@MSAP.us Editor@MSAP.us 

 VicePresident@MSAP.us President.NLP@MSAP.us  

 Secretary@MSAP.us President.SPU@MSAP.us  

 Treasurer@MSAP.us 

 
  

 
NAP Virtual Spring Conference – Parliamentary Solutions 

Saturday, May 31, 2025 10:00 am - 5:00 pm CT 
Save the date for the NAP Virtual Spring Conference, coming Saturday, May 31, 2025. This daylong event will 
explore the intersection of technology and parliamentary procedure and how to use technology effectively. 
 

https://www.parliamentarians.org/event/nap-virtual-spring-conference-parliamentary-solutions/ 
 

mailto:President@MSAP.us
mailto:Editor@MSAP.us
mailto:VicePresident@MSAP.us
mailto:President.NLP@MSAP.us
mailto:Secretary@MSAP.us
mailto:President.SPU@MSAP.us
mailto:Treasurer@MSAP.us
https://www.parliamentarians.org/event/nap-virtual-spring-conference-parliamentary-solutions/
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BYLAWS and STANDING RULES COMMITTEE REPORT 
Notice is hereby given of the proposed amendments to the bylaws to be considered by the delegates at the MSAP 
Convention on April 12, 2025.  Advance notice of the proposed amendments allows members to consider the 
amendments and discuss them at unit meetings. The Bylaws and Standing Rules Committee received the following 
amendments to the MSAP Bylaws from NAP, which is requiring amendment of the wording. The Committee 
recommends that all amendments be adopted. 
 

1. It is proposed to amend Article III, Section 1.b. by striking “when dues are posted to the NAP database” and inserting 
“upon payment of dues.” The amendment is shown below.   

Article III. Section 1. b. Membership becomes effective for new members when dues are posted to the NAP 
database  upon payment of dues. 

RATIONALE 1:    NAP Bylaws Article IV, Section 3. D. A unit shall accept as a member any NAP member who pays 
the unit dues except that units made up of credentialed members may require that new members be 
credentialed. 

  
2. It is proposed to amend Article V, Sections 2a. and 3a. by striking “in good standing with” and inserting “of.” The 
amendments are shown below. 
  Article V. Section 2. The president shall: 
   a. Be a member in good standing with of NAP; 
    Section 3. The vice-president shall: 
   a. Be a member in good standing with of NAP; 
3. It is proposed to amend Article VI, Section 2. c. by striking “in good standing.”  
  Article VI. Section 2. Election 
   c. Only primary and affiliate members in good standing shall be eligible for election to office. 

RATIONALE 2 & 3:   This term is not defined in NAP governing documents.  
 

4. It is proposed to amend Article VI, Section 2. d. by inserting “and affiliate members.”  
  Article VI. Section 2. 
   d. Only primary and affiliate members shall be eligible to serve in the office of president or  
    vice-president. 
  RATIONALE 4:   See NAP Bylaws Article IV, Section 3. E. 2. An association shall provide for primary and affiliate 

members and may include provisional, honorary, and life members as association members, in accordance with 
the definitions of these terms in Article IV, Section 8A. The association bylaws may limit the rights of provisional 
members who are association members. 

 

5. It is proposed to amend Article XII, Section 2 by striking “primary.” 
  Article XII. Section 2.  Any primary MSAP member is eligible to be a delegate. 
  RATIONALE 5:   See NAP Bylaws Article IV, Section 3. E. 2. An association shall provide for primary and affiliate 

members and may include provisional, honorary, and life members as association members, in accordance with 
the definitions of these terms in Article IV, Section 8A. The association bylaws may limit the rights of provisional 
members who are association members. 

MSAP Bylaws Committee Chairman Gloria de Meireles 
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NORTHERN LIGHTS PARLIAMENTARIANS 

The Northern Lights Parliamentarians meet on the second Tuesday of every month at 6:30 pm, except there is 
no meeting in December. We continue to have educational presentations based on a discussion of different 
aspects of Robert’s Rules Newly Revised, 12th Edition, and on occasion, on Robert’s Rules in Brief 3rd Edition. 
Recent topics have been Appeal, Reconsider, and Postpone. Feel free to join us when you can. The discussions 
are informative, and participation is always welcome and encouraged. Please contact President.NLP@MSAP.us for 
meeting links and further information. 

Northern Lights Parliamentarians President Richard Skimland 
 

SAINT PAUL UNIT 
The newly elected officers of the St Paul Unit for 2025 are: Carolyn Loeffler, Vice President; Mickey Nickelson, 
Secretary; Gloria de Meireles, Treasurer; and Alice Chapman, President. The November and December 
meetings were offered in hybrid format. During the November meeting, Gloria de Meireles, Lucy Johnson, 
Carrie Roach, Miriam Simmons, and Jeanette Williams reflected on their 2024 Dahms-Bierbaum Workshop 
experiences. During the December meeting, Carrie Roach provided, “Fun & Games for NAP-SPU 
Parliamentarians.” The SPU meets via Zoom on the third Monday of every month except for February when 
there is no meeting. A study session begins at 8:30 am and the business meeting follows beginning at 9:30 am. 
All are welcome to attend our study sessions and our business meetings. Please contact President.SPU@MSAP.us 
for meeting links and further information. 

Saint Paul Unit President Alice Chapman 
 
 

FUTURE EVENTS 
MSAP Annual Convention | April 12, 2025 | VFW Post 8752 Cottage Grove {pre-register $$} 

NAP Spring Training | May 31, 2025 | Online | {pre-register $$} 

NAP Biennial Convention | August 20-24, 2025 | Phoenix, AZ 

Dahms Foundation | 2025 | https://DahmsFoundation.org   

NAP Training Conference | 2026 | https://www.parliamentarians.org/membership/events  
 

JUNE/JULY 2025 ARTICLE DUE DATE:  
The Minnesota Parliamentarian  

 

** Friday July 11, 2025 ** 
Please submit articles to  

Editor@MSAP.us 
Photos are always welcome! 

 

mailto:President.NLP@MSAP.us
mailto:President.SPU@MSAP.us
https://dahmsfoundation.org/
https://www.parliamentarians.org/membership/events
mailto:Editor@MSAP.us

